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Licensing Sub-Committee - Thursday 15 December 2016

Licensing Sub-Committee
MINUTES of the OPEN section of the Licensing Sub-Committee held on Thursday 15 
December 2016 at 10.00 am at Ground Floor Meeting Room G02C - 160 Tooley 
Street, London SE1 2QH 

PRESENT: Councillor Renata Hamvas (Chair)
Councillor Lorraine Lauder MBE
Councillor Adele Morris

OTHERS 
PRESENT:

Sean Brooks, applicant, Tower Bridge Autograph Collection 
Hotel
Richard Arnot, legal advisor, Tower Bridge Autograph Collection 
Hotel
Colin Oakley, local resident
Carlos Fernando Delgado Armijos, applicant, Tropical
Richard Van Marle, advisor to applicant, Tropical

OFFICER
SUPPORT:

Debra Allday, legal officer
Joanne Devlin, legal officer
Dorcas Mills, licensing officer
Jayne Tear, licensing officer as a responsible authority
Carolyn Sharpe, public health officer
Gavin Blackburn, planning enforcement officer
Andrew Weir, constitutional officer

1. APOLOGIES 

There were none.

2. CONFIRMATION OF VOTING MEMBERS 

The members present were confirmed as the voting members.

3. NOTIFICATION OF ANY ITEMS OF BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIR DEEMS URGENT 

There were none.
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4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS 

There were none.

5. LICENSING ACT 2003: TOWER BRIDGE AUTOGRAPH COLLECTION 
HOTEL,(FORMER MAGISTRATES COURT AND POLICE STATION)  209-211 TOOLEY 
STREET,  LONDON SE1 2JY 

The licensing officer presented their report.  Members had questions for the licensing 
officer.

The applicant and their legal representative addressed the sub-committee.  Members had 
questions for the applicant and their legal representative.

It was noted that all of the responsible authorities had conciliated with the applicant.

The local resident objecting to the application addressed the sub-committee.  Members 
had questions for the local resident.

Both parties were offered five minutes for summing up.

The meeting went into closed session at 12 noon.

The meeting resumed at 12.38pm.  The chair did not read out the decision as the legal 
officer had advised the parties of the decision and that an electronic version of the notice 
of decision would be sent to all interested parties.

RESOLVED:

That the application made by Dominvs Hotels UK Limited for a premises licence to be 
granted under the Licensing Act 2003 in respect of the premises known as Tower Bridge 
Autograph Collection Hotel,(Former magistrates court and police station) 209-211 Tooley 
Street,  London SE1 2JY is granted as follows:

Licensable activity Hours

Films (indoors) Mon to Sun from 06:30 to 01:00

Live music (indoors) Mon to Sun from 06:30 to 01:00

Recorded music (indoors) Mon to Sun from 06:30 to 01:00

Performance of dance (indoors) Mon to Sun from 06:30 to 01:00

Anything of similar description to 
the above Mon to Sun from 06:30 to 01:00

Late night refreshment (indoors) Mon to Sun from 23:00 to 01:00
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The supply of alcohol (for 
consumption on and off the 
premises)

24 hours (the supply of alcohol to non residents 
is restricted by condition)

Operating hours The opening and closing times of the premises 
shall not be prescribed by this licence

Non standard timings – That all licensable activities may continue from the finish to 
the start time on New Year’s Day.  

Conditions

The operation of the premises under the licence shall be subject to relevant mandatory 
conditions, conditions derived from the operation schedule highlighted in Section M of the 
application form and the conciliated conditions agreed with the responsible authorities.

Reasons

The reasons for the decision are as follows:

The licensing sub-committee heard from the applicant who informed the sub-committee 
that the Tower Bridge Autograph collection hotel would operate as a reputable company 
owned by Marriot Hotels.  

The hotel will have 191 bedrooms and the applicant has agreed to additional conditions 
limiting the capacity of the areas within the hotel at any one time. 

The applicant’s representative also informed the sub committee that a dispersal policy had 
been agreed by the licensing authority in order to assist with upholding the licensing 
objectives. 

The applicant’s representative informed the sub committee that their business is to sell a 
good nights sleep and in doing so the priority is to ensure that noise nuisance is managed 
thereby ensuring that their hotel guests are not disturbed and that this approach is also 
extended to the neighbours of the hotel. 

The applicant requested that this application should be considered on its own merit and 
highlighted the measures within the operating schedule and additional conditions agreed 
with the licensing authority and the public health authority in order to ensure that the 
premises operates in a responsible manner and in accordance with the licensing 
objectives. 

The licensing sub-committee noted that the Metropolitan Police Service had agreed 
conditions with the applicant and therefore did not object to the application.

The licensing sub-committee also noted that the licensing officer representing the council 
as a responsible authority was satisfied with the proposed dispersal policy submitted by 
the applicant and had withdrawn their representation.

The licensing sub-committee noted that the public health authority officer had conciliated 
their concerns by way of agreement to a further condition. 
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The licensing sub-committee noted the representations from 12 local residents. The sub- 
committee heard from one resident objecting to the application on behalf of the other local 
residents.  They informed the sub-committee that they considered the development to be 
the most significant change to the neighbourhood in the last 30 years and they believed 
that it will have a negative impact on the quality of life for the residents. 

The local resident stated that he believed there is a high crime level in Shad Thames and 
also stated that there are a total of 25 licensed premises within the area, which is mostly 
residential. 

The resident stated that there were concerns about the applicant’s ability to operate the 
hotel in such an area and expressed concern in relation to potential increase in the risk of 
nuisance and crime and disorder.

The licensing sub-committee considered all of the oral and written representations before 
it and were of the opinion that the applicant had sufficiently demonstrated that the 
premises would operate in accordance with the licensing objectives and that the 
application should be granted.

In reaching this decision the sub-committee had regard to all the relevant considerations 
and the four licensing objectives and considered that this decision was appropriate and 
proportionate.

Appeal rights

The applicant may appeal against any decision:

a) To impose conditions on the licence 
b) To exclude a licensable activity or refuse to specify a person as premises supervisor. 

Any person who made relevant representations in relation to the application who desire to 
contend that:

a) The  licence ought not to be been granted; or
b) That on granting the licence, the licensing authority ought to have imposed different 

or additional conditions to the licence, or ought to have modified them in a different 
way

may appeal against the decision.

Any appeal must be made to the Magistrates’ Court for the area in which the premises are 
situated. Any appeal must be commenced by notice of appeal given by the appellant to the 
justices’ clerk for the Magistrates’ Court within the period of 21 days beginning with the 
day on which the appellant was notified by the licensing authority of the decision appealed 
against.

6. LICENSING ACT 2003: TROPICAL,  186-188 OLD KENT ROAD, LONDON SE1 5TY 

Following some discussion, the applicant’s representative advised that the applicant 
wished to withdrawn their application.



5

Licensing Sub-Committee - Thursday 15 December 2016

Meeting ended at 1.18 pm.

CHAIR:

DATED:


